


30 Frisian Reference Grammar 

2.2.2.3. Final devoicing 
The voiced obstruents (b, d, 7, v, z) cannot occur at the end of a 

word in Frisian. When these voiced segments do come to stand in final 
position, they are subject to a rule of final devoicing. This process, which 
is relatively new to the language, converts [b d 7 v z] into [p t x f s], 
respectively: 

kcfld 'cold' + [ko:t] 
slaab 'bib' -+ [sla:p] 
rich 'back' (pl. regen) -+ [re:x] 
brief 'letter' (pl. brieven) + [briafl 
glis 'glass' (pl. glizen) + [ gls : s] 

The underlying voiced consonant remains in the inflected forms, as can be 
seen above. Notice that while the underlying voiced stops b and d are writ- 
ten at the end of a word like slaab, the underlying voiced fricatives are 
spelled as f, s, and ch in final position. In other words, the spelling re- 
flects final devoicing in fricatives but not in stops. 

Final devoicing may further take place when a stem enters into a com- 
pound or is part of a derived word. All diminutives are subject to devoicing 
before the diminutive suffut: 

sydleane 'side lane' -+ [sitliana] 
slabke 'small bib' + [slapka] 
bedsje 'small bed' -+ [bstsja] 

This situation is complicated by its interaction with assimilation, however. 
The compound syddoar 'side door' should undergo devoicing to *[sitdoar], 
but by voicing assimilation (sec. 2.2.2.1) the [t] reverts to [dl to produce 
[siddoar 1. 

Beyond this, while all stems are devoiced before the diminutive, only 
certain ones are devoiced preceding the suffix -1ik: soarchlik and be- 
weechlik 'mobile' are devoiced, whereas deeglik 'suitable' and mooglik 
'possible' retain the underlying voiced fricative. This may be related to 
the fact that the stem is readily apparent for the former two words, while 
it is synchronically quite obscure with the latter two, hence they are less 
felt to be complex words with an internal word boundary. 

NOTE: Though a very old process in Dutch and German, records indicate 
that final devoicing in Frisian is a phenomenon of recent origin. In the pho- 
netic study of language of Grou by Eijkman (1907: 19), b and dare said to be 
largely voiced at the end of a word. But in Sipma's grammar (1913), there are 
signs that devoicing has started to set in. His transcriptions, although not 
entirely consistent, suggest that devoicing had taken place following long 
vowels, falling diphthongs, and liquids, but not after short vowels or rising 
diphthongs. 
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Older (c. 1907) Frisian.
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Devoicing in _Modern_ Frisian.  For the fate of /g/, see the next two pages.
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About _Modern_ Frisian /g/:
/g/->[g] PrWd-initially,
->voiced velar fricative intervocalically
->[x] in codas through assimilation
->[x] in word-final codas
->[k] in codas before [s]




